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THe IMPERIAL 
CITY--CAPITAL 

OF GEPPETTO'S 
EMPIRE IN THE 
HOMELANDS. 

MIGHTY 
EMPEROR, 
LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN 

; THE EMPEROR'S SNS) \\ ALLOW Me THRONE ROOM. XS 
SS 
~~ 

I'M THE GHOST 
OF LANCELOT OF THE LAKE, 

FORMER KNIGHT OF THE ROUND 
TABLE, AND NOW OFFICIAL ENVOY 
TO YOUR AUGUST COURT, FROM 

THE NEW KINGDOM OF 
HAVEN. 

I HAVE 
THE SINGULAR 

HONOR TO REPRESENT 
ITS UNCONTESTED RULER, Io AN OUT. 
THE MOST NOBLE KING SUDDENLY 
AMBROSE THE AMONG PX 

IRST. Z 
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a : : IT'S PROBABLY DON'T SIMPLY 
Haste KILL THIS . BEST TO GET SUCH faye ae 
7 CREATURE WHO HAS THE \ NONSENSICAL MATTERS SELVES WIT! 

TEMERITY TO INTERRUPT OUR ) ak ae pee = Py p35 6 

eee ae PROCEED TOTHE J AT ME WITH 
: HEART OF OUR COLD STEEL, 

BUSINESS ( GENTLE- 
TOGETHER. MEN. 

VERY WELL, : 
THEN, IF WE CAN'T 

DESTROY YOU OR DISMISS \s AS 

\ YOU, WE SUPPOSE WE [] YOU CAN 
SEE, THERE'S 
NOTHING YOU 
CAN DO TO — 

HARM ME, FOR i> say > 
Y WHATEVER IT IS I'M ALREADY 
YOU CAME TO SAY, 

GHOST. 

/_AS I SAID, BEFORE 
THE MARTIAL ANTICS, I'M 
THE SELECT ENVOY FROM 

THE KINGDOM OF 
HAVEN. 

IN THIS FIRST | 
MEETING, OUR MESSAGE 

TO THE EMPIRE IS SIMPLE 
ENOUGH. IN A NUTSHELL, 
I'M HERE TO INFORM YOU 

THAT WE EX/S7. 

AMONG YOU, 
I INVITE YOU 

TO TRY 
BLASTING 
ME WITH SUCH 
DIVERSE FELL 
CURSES AND 
SPELLS AS 



Ad? AT THE NEW 
KINGDOM OF 

HAVEN.) 

THANKS MOSTLY GO, I THINK 
TO THE LEADERSHIP OF WEYLAND ITS TIME TO START 

SMITH, WE'VE MADE QUICK PROGRESS INVITING OTHERS TO 
TRANSFORMING THIS RUINED AND OVER- MOVE HERE 

GROWN LAND BACK INTO A LIVABLE 2 : 
PLACE. 39 — 

, I WANT YOU TO FAN 
OUT, FLYING ALL THROUGHOUT 

THE LANDS OF THIS WORLD, SPREADING 

SANCTUARY AWAY FROM THE EMPIRE 
ARE INVITED TO LIVE HERE 

INSTEAD. 

CAUTION ALL 
THAT I WON'T BE ABLE 

w / 10 PROTECT THEM ON THEIR 
\[ Way HERE, BUT ONCE THEY DO 

ARRIVE, THEY'LL BE SAFE FROM , 
THE EMPEROR AND HIS ARMIE: 

FOREVER AFTER. 

YOU'LL TURN 
GHOSTLY AGAIN, SHORTLY 

AFTER LEAVING MY LANDS, SO 
NOTHING WILL BE ABLE TO HARM 
YOU. BUT ALL WHO YOU WISH TO 

WILL BE ABLE TO SEE AND 
HEAR You. 

S0 GO, PLEASE, 
MY FRIENDS. FIND THOSE 

WHO WANT TO LIVE HERE IN 
PEACE. GUIDE THEM BACK TO 
HAVEN AND SCOUT THE WAY 
FOR THEM, AVOIDING WHAT 

DANGERS YOU 
CAN. 



I'M ASTONISHED AT 
THE PROGRESS WE'VE ) ~ 
MADE IN SO SHORT 

ATIME. 

“LOOK AT THEM. MR. WEB SPINS END- 
LESS STREAMS OF SILK, AND WE'VE 
CLOTH FOR OUR TENTS AND CLOTHES 
AND ANYTHING ELSE THAT OCCURS TO 
US TO WANT. = 

WE, BRIDE KILLER? 
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE 

TO HELP? 

OKAY, "THE 
PROGRESS THEY'VE 

MADE,” THEN. 

“BUT WE'VE NO LOOMS ON WHICH TO 
WEAVE IT, SO OVERNIGHT WEYLAND 
SMITH CONSTRUCTS THEM, ALONG 
WITH EVERY OTHER TOOL WE NEED. 

== 

“SAWS TO CLEAR THE FOREST AND 

HOURS TO OVERSEE THE BUILDING 
AND PLANTING2” 



YOU 
SOUND AS 

IF YOU ADMIRE 
THE MAN, BLUE- 

BEARD. 

OF COURSE. 
YOU'VE NO SKILLS 
IN ADMINISTERING 
A KINGDOM, SO T'LL 
HAVE TO ASSUME 
THE CROWN BY 

NECESSITY, ONCE 
THE BLOOD- 
LETTING |S 

BUT DON'T 
WORRY, SHERE 

KHAN. THERE'LL AZ- 
WAYS BE A PLACE 
FOR YOU IN My 

WHAT 
IS IT? I 

DON'T SEE 
ANYTHING OF 
IMPORTANCE 

SAFE REMOVE FROM 
PRYING EYES AND EARS. 

I'M GROWING EVER MORE 
DISAPPOINTED |N YOU 

WITH EACH PASSING 
DAY, BLUEBEARD. 

EVERY KING 

I DO, I ADMIRE EXCELLENCE 
WHEREVER IT'S FOUND, IT'LL HAVE TO 

DEVISE SOME WAY TO KEEP SMITH AROUND 
AND SEDUCE HIM INTO MY SERVICE, 

ONCE T TAKE OVER. 

COME WITH ME, /MAG/NARY 
EEDS A GOOD \ K/NG. THERE'S SOMETHING YOU 

KILLER ON HIS 
STAFF. THAT'S HOW 
KINGDOMS ARE 

KEPT. 

YOU KEEP 
FINDING EXCUSES 
NOT TO ACT, TO 
PUT OFF OUR BE- 
TRAYAL, TO DELAY 

KILLING. 

SHOULD SEE, BEFORE YOU START 
MAKING TOO MANY 

PLANS. 

WHAT YOU CHOOSE 
TO CALL DELAYS AND Ex- 
CUSES T CALL CAUTIOUS 
PLANNING. WHY NOT WAIT TO 
STRIKE UNTIL AFTER ALL 

THE HARD WORK IS 
DONE? 

zi 

WHY NOT LET 
THEM BUILD OUR KING- 
DOM FOR US BEFORE 

Le WE TAKE IT FROM 
5 HEM? 



YOU'VE SHOWN 
YOURSELF TO BE NOTHING 
BUT A PAPER TIGER, WHILE 

I'M A REAL ONE-- 

VARIETY! 

--OF THE 
MAN-EATING ). 

AND IT'S TOO 
LONG SINCE I'VE HAD THE 
MEAT OF A FRESH K/LZ IN 

MY BELLY. 

Ab f 



7 LOOK AT WHAT 
YOU'VE DONE: YOU N | 

IMBECILE! I'm A GHOST 
H& AGAIN! You'VE RUINED 

~ EVERYTHING! 

STOP THAT, 
YOU DISGUSTING 

Reaity WZ x 
oa 

UC iy 

oN 

—= HOW CAN You Ya _ SSD THE FLESH 
IMAGINE HARM/NG : _{ AND BONE YOU ENJOYED 
E WHEN YOU'RE MERELY FE \ WAS MY G/FT, WHICH I CAN 

AN INSUBSTANTIAL 4 “d : WITHDRAW AT WILL. 4 
SPIRIT? \ M | 



I'D HOPED NOW IT'S TIME X 
FOR BETTER FROM N/ FOR THE BOTH OF 

YOU TWO. I WANTED TO \ YOU TO BE ON YOUR 
BELIEVE EVEN THE WORST WAY. I BAN/SH 
VILLAINS COULD REFORM. YOU FROM MY 
SO MUCH FOR WISH- KINGDOM, 

FUL THINKING. 

H? DID 
YOU THINK I WAS Y¥ 6g 
/GNORANT OF , on. RR 

YOUR PLANS? __4 f 

OF COURSE, TRUSTY JOHN. 
WHO ELSE CAN I COUNT ON TO 
FAITHFULLY GUIDE THE EMPIRE'S 

THEM GO, PRINCE é ARMIES BACK HERE TO 

Pai ¥ = J mi 

WAS 
IT WISE TO LET 

_ AMBROSE? DESTROY US? 

ES eX , 



7 T \MAGINE 
YOU'LL FIND | 

SOON ENOUGH. 
WE DON'T INTEND 
TO TRY 10 HIDE 
ITFROM YOU. BS 
FAR FROM IT, & 

IN FACT. 

HE 
IMPERIAL 
CITy-- 

THIS SUP- 
POSED NEW 
KINGDOM 

OR PERHAPS AN EVEN 
MORE APT METAPHOR: 
A PERPETUAL FLY IN 

YOUR SOUP. 

ONCE YOU 
LEARN MORE ABOUT 

MY KING, YOU'LL COME TO 
APPRECIATE HOW CLEVER 

THAT LAST COMMENT 
WAS. 

ANDTHE — 
SWEETEST THING 

IS, YOU'LL FIND THERE'S 
NOTHING YOU CAN DO ABOUT ¥f 
US. WHERE MY KING'S MAG/C }} 
RULES, YOU'LL DISCOVER 

NONE OF YOURS CAN q 
PROSPER. = oo <G 
EXPECT TO 

BE QU/TE THE 
THORN IN YOUR J 

PAW. 

HAVE: ; 
XISTS SPECIFICALLY 

AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
THE EMPIRE, W/THIN THE 
EMPIRE ITSELF. WE PLAN 
TO MAKE OUR EXISTENCE 

KNOWN FAR AND 

NOW, IF YOU'LL EXCUSE 
ME, I'VE ACCOMPLISHED ALL 
I NEEDED TO FOR THIS FIRST 

VISIT, AND SO T'LL RETURN 
TO OTHER DUTIES. 

=) 
FROM TIME TO 

7 TIME I'LL APPEAR HERE 
AGAIN, AS NEEDS MUST, TO 
COMMUNICATE ANY FURTHER 
MESSAGES FROM MY Zo 

KING. 



D4y6 Become 
WEEKS, WHICH 

GROW INTO MONTHS, 
WHICH... 

ARE You g 

—_( SuRETHIsis \-.. a e ) 
THE RIGHT SPOT, [aoa Min PS OP - 

“is MY KING? Yr 4 a 
Mie?" “ie: 
Why. WZ Z, 

WOW 
fe 

4 a : i ey, Lao Oy, x 

UG iy. 

=F 
Lue! How - 

'VE MISSED f 
you! 4 



Na i LZ i y y oT. J 

— oops! Im if jf . DON'T YOU i 
SORRY, I SHOULDN'T a oh 7 DARE TRY BENDING 

‘OR BE CALLING YOU FLY é py ~ AKNEE TO ME, BLUE. F 
ANYMORE. IT'S KING : j . YOU IT WILL ALWAYS 
AMBROSE NOW. fp : BE JUST FLY 

) DON'T WORRY ABOUT % 
IT'S BEEN TOO ff I WASN'T ABLE TO IT. OUR TRIALS WERE Vi 

1 MY SQUIRE, LONG, JOHN. A REACH YOU DURING \ NECESSARY. AND BESIDES, 
TRUSTY YOUR EXODUS ACROSS \, YOU'RE HERE NOW. WHAT 

THE WASTELANDS, BUT |@ DID YOU BRING C4 

THE WITCHING CLOAK 
mt eae COULDN'T TRANS- 

Si PORT ME TO-- 

ae 

y — 

VA 

WE CRAMMED A FORTUNE 
IN SUPPLIES INTO THE CLOAK-- 
FOOD AND CLOTHING. TOOLS! 
CANDLES AND OIL LAMPS. Ne 

TONS OF SPICES AND 
py CONDIMENTS! 

ALL OF FABLETOWN 
FANNED OUT INTO THE MUNDY 

TO SHOP FOR EVERYTHING WE 
COULD THINK OF, AND PRINCE 
CHARMING OPENED UP ONE 

PA OF THE TREASURE ROOMS 
TO FINANCE IT. 

La 

[\. 

— 



N 
— I HAVE N 
i IDEA, BUTE 

“| ih MAYBE THER 
im TK 

ND WHAT'S 

PAGES IS THIS 
— SUPPOSED 

ik TO BE ME? 
iss ge ada 

_ 4 

TA__\ was 



THE 
PRETTY GOOD <=Y DRAGON YOU'RE 

LIKENESS, DON'T YOU 
> THINK? 

MEANING I'm 
MORE POWER, lg ll 

HAN THE EMPIRE? 

\ 

{ Ji 
Cl 

———— 

= ‘a 

ff 

wall 

AND OUR ALL/ES IN THIS WILL _& WELL, IT WANTED 
THE CLOUD KINGDOMS ARE N SCORCH OLD TO PICK A FIGHT WITH 

WILLING TO DROP THESE OVER GEPPETTO'S THE EMPEROR, SO THIS 
WILL CERTAINLY HELP 

\ EMPIRE. PRINTED INSURRECTION 0 IT. 2 
m\. FLUTTERING LIKE SVOW- 

FALL DOWN FROM 

mae \X' 



Win 

\ 
\ 

— rd 4 

mma 

IF THIS LAND ISN] 
REALLY AS SECURE AS 

YOU CLAIM, HE WANTS ME TO 
START TRANSFERRING CACHES 
OF MODERN WEAPONS HERE-- 
A FORWARD SUPPLY DUMP 
FOR WHEN THE SHOOT- 

ING STARTS. 

I CAN'T LET 
YOU STASH WEAPONS 

HERE. THE MAGIC THAT LETS 
ME RULE HERE IS A FRAGILE 
CONSTRUCT. IT WON'T ABIDE 

; TOO MUCH FIDDLING OUTSIDE 
OF WHAT T'VE ALREADY 

SET IN MOTION. 

BUT ONLY IF I REFUSE Vf BUT AS KING OF HAVEN, 
TO DEVIATE FROM My ' TI CAN'T FORMALLY 
ORIGINAL PATH. AS FLY TAKE SIDES IN YOUR 
T'LL ALWAYS BE A MEM- COMING WAR. MY DUTY 
BER OF FABLETOWN, , IS TO BE ATHIRD AL- 
AND MY HEARTIS A TERNATIVE--A GIANT 
THOROUGHLY IN 4 MONKEY WRENCH 

b. YOUR CAMP. “FA THROWN INTO THE 
MACHINERY OF 
CONQUEST. 

BUT THEY'RE 
GOING TO BE 
COMING AFTER 

YOU WITH 
MASSIVE 

WILL DEFEAT EACH 
ONE THEY SEND ME, 
BUT STRICTLY WITH 

THE WEAPONS I 

DY But BY THE TIME YOUR WAR STARTS, 
DON'T THEY'LL HAVE FRUITLESSLY 

THINK I'M WASTED SO MUCH EFFORT AND 
ABANDON- , MANPOWER AGAINST ME THAT 
ING YOU, THEY'LL HAVE PRECIOUS LITTLE 

. LEFT TO SPEND ON 
You. 

N THAT'S MY 
GIFT TO FABLETOWN. BE 
SURE TO MAKE GOOD 

USE OF IT. 

gai ll /h 



a —~= 
NEW 

A FARMLANDS BUT THEY'LL iS dD ”, —~ hel 
THERE, THERE ]{ BE OUTSIDE THE y \ ee 

\ AND THERE. WALL. 

aw A 

BA 

. Wall, 

a\ 4 

THE EMPIRE'S 
ARMY! 
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E wy 

a BETTER 

LANCE, GATHER 
UBJECTS IN THE SOUTH 

FIELD. I'LL ADDRESS THEM THERE. } 

WILL THEY 
PARLEY FIRST, OR 

DO YOU THINK THEY'LL 
JUST ATTACK RIGHT 

AWAY? 

Ct BA 
Y 

wll, 

MY KING. AND IT CAN'T BE WORSE THAN 
FALLING ALIVE INTO THE WELL, BEING SLOWLY 

\ _ PEVOURED ALL THE WAY DOWN. 

BUT TO ANSWER | 
YOUR QUESTION q 
DIRECTLY, SIR-- \ r\ 

< 

YES, I'M STILL AND 
WILLING TO NOW, HAND ME Y 

DO IT. EXCALIBUR, 
JOHN. 

a ‘a 
TIME FOR ME 
TO CARRY IT 

THANK N 
YOU, JOHN. YOUR 

SACRIFICE MAY SAVE 
THOUSANDS OF 
N LIVES TODAY. _ 



NOW LET'S 
GO SEE IF WE CAN GET 
THIS WAR STARTED, 

3 JOHN. 

LINN 

\ — 

\ 
r) 
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Cp 
Ee every THNG Sa 

Ta DEPENDS ON WHAT al 
YOU DO AND SAy J 

NEXT. 
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THAT ARMY! 
IT'S--THERE MUST BE 

THOUSANDS! 

TENS OF 
THOUSANDS AT 

LEAST. 

AND MORE 
ARRIVING EVERY 

MINUTE. 

CAN'T 
YOU GO HELP 

HIM, BLUE? THE 
; WITCHING 

CLOAK? 

NO. FLY 
(ORDERED ME TO STAY © 

AWAY, AT LEAST UNT \ 
FIRST BATTLE WAS DECIDED ae 

ONE WAY OR THE 
OTHER, 



“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 

and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 

“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 
features fairy tale characters banished to the 

noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 

Fw or % 

~ 4 VOL. I: LEGENDS IN EXILE 

VOL. 2: ANIMAL FARM 

VOL. 3: STORYBOOK LOVE 

VOL. 4: MARCH OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS 

VOL. 5: THE MEAN SEASONS 

VOL. 6: HOMELANDS 

VOL. 7: ARABIAN NIGHTS (AND DAYS) 

VOL. 8: WOLVES 

VOL. 9: SONS OF EMPIRE 

VOL. 10: THE GOOD PRINCE 

VOL. 11: WAR AND PIECES 

VOL. 12: THE DARK AGES 

VOL. 13: THE GREAT FABLES CROSSOVER 

1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 

FABLES VOL. 3: 

STORYBOOK LOVE 
FABLES VOL. 6: FABLES: 

HOMELANDS 1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 

WINNER OF TWO EISNER AWARDS » X 

RYBOOK LOVE 
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